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Among its important Tu B'Shvat 5785 initiatives, KKL-JNF is inviting families who lost loved ones in the Swords of Iron War, to plant trees in the Be'eri forest. Additionally, the Rei'im Recreation Area – site of the Nova Music Festival and massacre and located in the Be’eri Forest - will be completely renovated by KKL-JNF. 

To this day we are haunted by what occurred just over a year ago at this site. On October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorists, armed with machine guns, grenades and other heavy assault weaponry, invaded the festival ground and proceeded to massacre 364 people and abduct 40 more to Gaza. On that terrible day more than 1,200 men, women and children were slaughtered by Hamas in this region, and 254 people were kidnapped. 

Eerily, this is the very region from where our ancestor – the matriarch Sarah – was taken hostage some 3,800 years ago. 

In the Book of Genesis (chapter 20), soon after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, our forefather Abraham moves from Hebron to Gerar (located in what today is south central Israel). Upon his arrival, Abimelech, the Phillistine king of Gerar, takes Abraham’s wife Sarah captive. Sarah pleads with Avimelech for her release insisting that she's a married woman. 

According to the Midrash (a Jewish exegesis of the Bible), G-d sent an angel to prevent the king from touching Sarah. Additionally, G-d smote all the men and women in the Philistine court with a horrible plague.

Abimelech returned Sarah to Abraham and questioned him, saying: "Why did you tell people that Sarah was your sister?" In reply, Abraham said that “you and your people are not G-d fearing and I was afraid that you would kill me." 

To appease Abraham, Abimelech gifted him with an abundance of cattle, gold and silver. Abraham, who was kind and selfless, not only forgave Abimelech but even prayed that G-d should heal him from his plague.  

Abimelech saw how successful Abraham was, and felt threatened by him. Abimelech coaxed Abraham into making a peace treaty. "Swear to me that your descendants, who will in the future take possession of this land, will not attack me nor my son or grandson. Remember the kindness I did to you when I offered to let you stay in my land."

Abraham swore to Abimelech not to wage war against his family for three generations. Abraham also reprimanded the king for allowing his servants to use the wells that Abraham had dug, acting as though the wells were their own. 
 
Often the phrase rings true: ""מעשה אבות סימן לבנים - The actions of the fathers are a sign for the children." In a broader context, the values, traditions, and choices of the previous generation shape the character and fate of those who follow. May we be exemplary role-models for the next generation and may we only know from blessings, happiness, safety and success.

Let us be encouraged by the outcome of the story of Sarah in Eretz Gerar. May it be that just as Sarah was returned safely to her husband, we pray that all of the present-day captives who were taken from us more than a year ago should be restored safely to their families and homes. 

Am Yisrael Chai.
